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Christmas Message of the Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP, 
Archbishop of Liverpool. 
‘The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.’ This is St John’s description of the birth of Jesus which is read in churches on Christmas morning. He also speaks of the nativity as, ‘the light that shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it’. Jesus is the light of the world, not some artificial light but the true light which can never be overcome by darkness. He comes into the world for us to bring hope to our lives. 

They must have been dark days for Mary and Joseph. They lived under an occupying power and then Caesar Augustus decreed that there should be a census and everyone, irrespective of their situation or personal difficulties, had to go to their own town to be registered. So, Mary and Joseph had to leave Nazareth and go to Bethlehem, a long and difficult journey. When they eventually arrived, there was no welcome for them. They were refugees, forced to stay in a stable, but everything was about to change for them. 

With the birth of Jesus an angel and a heavenly host appeared to shepherds on a nearby hillside. Blinding light piercing the darkness and leaving them shaken and afraid. ‘Fear not!’ ‘Do not be afraid’ said the angel and that is the message of Jesus for us today. As God chose shepherds to bring ‘news of great joy’ so too he chooses us today to be his messengers and says to us ‘do not be afraid’. 

As the feast of Christmas comes near people have many hopes and expectations, there are pressures created by the clamour of modern life; created by a ‘must have’ society, by fear of what the future may hold, or by memories of Christmas past. Yet in the birth of Jesus there is only simplicity: a child lying in a manger, yet the Son of God among us. 

Amid the consumerism of Christmas there are many acts of human kindness, as minds and hearts turn to the needs of others. We welcome the stranger and the refugee; we buy gifts for people we don’t even know, and we give our time to those who are in need. In all the uncertainties of life we have hope which is a sign of love – God’s love for us in sending his Son into the world. Our celebrations too are a sign of God’s love. 

2,000 years ago there was a child born for us, a turning point in history which we still rejoice in today, which says that each one of us is loved by God and which takes away fear and gives us hope for the future. We must open our hearts to the welcome offered by our Saviour and let him bring his peace to our lives and to our world. 

May this Christmas be a time of peace for us all so that we may know the love of God in our lives. 

The Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP 
Archbishop of Liverpool 
	This year’s CAFOD Fun Run is on Friday 27th December 2019 at Wavertree Athletics Centre, Wavertree, L15 4LE
Registration 12 noon. Children £5, Adults £10, Families £20 (cash only).  Don’t forget you can run, walk or toddle… the route is suitable for prams, and dogs on leads are more than welcome!

Run starts at 1 pm.  Come along and join the fun.


	Enrolment Forms for First Holy Communion 2019 – 2020  Year 4

Forms are available after Mass and are to be completed in the Community Room. The first meeting with children and their parents/ carers will be on Saturday 11th January 9.30 am and 11.00 am


	2019 CAFOD WORLD GIFTS ADVENT APPEAL

Please support our Parish fund raising for a gift for people in the developing world.  This weekend we will have a retiring collection for World Gifts.


	Details of Christmas Masses at the Cathedral are on the Noticeboard at the back of church.


	The raffle in support for our Companions Group raised £215.89. 
Winning tickets: 

251 Blue – hamper

 56  Blue – wine

285 Red – chocs

401 Blue – vodka   The other prizes have been collected.                 

                         


	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will not take place on Tuesday 24th and Tuesday 31st December.  Mother of Mercy will return to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs on Tuesday 7th January.


	We pray for all who are sick,  Janet Clark, Raymond Doran, Peter Fraser, Marjorie Bates-Murphy, John Murphy, Peter Tallon, T. C. Sheila Willcox, Andreas Samaras, John Walker, Sr. Kathleen Hamilton, David & Julie Pearce, J. G., Mary Mousley, Paul, Angela Adlen, Emily Purdie


	Saturday 21st 

Advent Feria
	6.00 pm
	Mass: Margaret Sherry (Anniv) 

	Sunday 22nd 
4th   Sunday of Advent
	11.30 am
	Mass: Sarah & Michael Moore

           Billy Reid

	Monday 23rd    
Advent Feria
	9.05 am


	Eucharistic Service

	Tuesday 24th             

Christmas Eve
	6.00 pm
12.00 am
	Mass: Thomas Gannon
Mass: Parishioners Intentions

	Wednesday  25th  
Christmas Day
	11.30 am
	Mass: Perpetual Mass Book
           

	Thursday 26th        

St Stephen
	9.05 am


	No Mass or Service

	Friday 27th   
St John
	9.05 am

	No Mass or Service

	Saturday 28th 
Holy Innocents
	6.00 pm
	Mass: Intentions of Altar Servers

	Sunday 29th 
Holy Family
	11.30 am
	Mass: Irene Dunne & Maureen    Garvey

	Monday 30th 

6th Day in Christmas Octave
	9.05 am
	Eucharistic Service

	Tuesday 31st  

St Sylvester
	9.05 am
	Mass: Gerry O’Neill

	Wednesday 1st 
Mary Mother of God
	9.05 am
	Eucharistic Service

	Thursday 2nd   

St Basil
	9.05 am
	Mass: Bill Kearney (90th B’day)

	Friday 3rd  

Christmas Feria
	9.05 am
	Eucharistic Service

	Saturday 4th   

Christmas Feria
	6.00 pm
	Mass: Ann Jones (60th B’day)

	Sunday 5th    

Epiphany of the Lord
	11.30 am
	Mass: Mary Arran


PARISH CLERGY


Parish Priest: Fr. Chris Fallon   Assistant: Fr Anthony Kelly


Deacons: Rev Malcolm Fletcher & Rev Christopher Housbey 








