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	Out of you, Bethlehem
This weekend we celebrate the Epiphany – the revelation, through the coming of wise men from the East, that the chid in the manger at Bethlehem is the One the world has been waiting for, the One who will announce the coming of God’s kingdom, as prophesied in the psalm: in his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails, he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless, he will have pity on the weak and save the lives of the poor.

We believe that the coming of Jesus into our world has made a decisive difference. We see signs of good things happening in our world: our growing awareness of our responsibility to care for the planet; the generosity of so many who give to charities committed to enabling partners in the Global South to grow in dignity and prosperity; small gestures of solidarity like the Christmas cards we’ve sent to parishioners in Palestine and Jordan. But we also see signs of contradiction: situations in our world where justice is denied, peace is destroyed and the poor and weak are abused.

This weekend at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and next weekend at St Teresa’s we will have a unique insight into one of the many situations of conflict and injustice in our world through an exhibition of twelve original paintings of everyday scenes in the land where Jesus was born. The artist, Zohar, was an Israeli citizen who witnessed the 1967 Six Day War, the occupation of territories and the chaos and brutality that has followed. His growing anger and frustration led him to dissociate himself from Israel and turn from his career as a painter of portraits of international elite figures (including Princess Diana) to create these powerful scenes of the reality of life in the country we call The Holy Land. They are shocking images but they are not devoid of hope. In the simple dignity of the people oppressed by military occupation we can discern the patient desire for the justice and peace which will one day surely come.

Please take some time to ponder these images, to pray for a just solution to the complex and worsening conflict in the Middle East and to consider what small steps you can take in your own life to build what Pope Francis calls ‘a civilization of love’.

Fr Chris 
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 Fourth Synod Talk: FAITH IN THE FAMILY
Speakers: Dominika Kurek-Chomycz  & John Sullivan 
LACE Conference Centre. Monday 13 January 2020, 7.30pm. Tea and Coffee from 7pm. Please note the change of venue.
What does Scripture teach about faith and family?  What does it mean to call home 'the domestic church'? What foundations for faith can be laid in the family?  
There will be an opportunity for questions and answers with optional Night Prayer at 9pm. LACE Conference Centre L17 1AA
www.synod2020.co.uk/lectures


	First Holy Communion 2020  Year 4

The first meeting with children and their parents / carers will be on Saturday 11th January, 9.30 am or 11.00 am in church.
Any families who haven’t registered please come along to the first session and you will be able to enrol. 


	CAFOD WORLD GIFTS APPEAL
Thank you for your generosity, we collected £324! Joan and Doreen will look through the catalogue and let you know which gifts have been chosen.


	Stop Human Trafficking – A New Year Resolution
Join forces with other local organisations to learn about Human Trafficking and what you can do to recognise and combat it in your parish.  Kevin Hyland OBE, who was the UK’s first independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner and is a member of the Pope’s Santa Marta Group to combat Human Trafficking, will be giving the Memorial Lecture at LACE, Croxteth Drive, Liverpool L17 1AA on Sunday 19 January 2-4pm.  Please come along to see how you and your parish can help to stop this deadly trade in your area.  Info: s.atherton@rcaol.org.uk


	The raffle in support for our Companions Group raised £215.89. 
Uncollected raffle prizes will be given to the Foodbank.                         


	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Mother of Mercy will return to Our Lady Queen of Martyrs on Tuesday 7th January.


Liturgy for the Week 

	Saturday 4th   

Christmas Feria
	6.00 pm
	Mass: Ann Jones (60th B’day)

	Sunday 5th    

Epiphany of the Lord
	11.30 am
	Mass: Mary Arran

	Monday 6th    

	10.00 am


	Funeral Service: William Murray

	Tuesday 7th             

St Raymond
	9.05 am
9.45 am
	Mass: Holy souls
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

	Wednesday  8th  

	7.00 pm
	Mass: Kate Collins
           Maureen Owens

	Thursday 9th        


	9.05 am


	Eucharistic Service

	Friday 10th    

	9.05 am

	Mass: Harold Hughes

	Saturday 11th 

	6.00 pm
	Mass: Michael Moore (Anniv)
                 Billy Reid (B’day)

	Sunday 12th 
Baptism of the Lord
	11.30 am
	Mass: Sr Maureen C.P.


We pray for those who have died recently,
William Murray, Dorothy Finlay, Robert Taylor, Alice Fitzpatrick, 
Irene McElwee 

and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time,

May they rest in peace.  Amen

	We pray for all who are sick,  Janet Clark, Raymond Doran, Peter Fraser, Marjorie Bates-Murphy, John Murphy, Peter Tallon, T. C. Sheila Willcox, Andreas Samaras, John Walker, Sr. Kathleen Hamilton, David & Julie Pearce, J. G., Mary Mousley, Paul, Angela Adlen, Emily Purdie, Malcolm Thompson


PARISH CLERGY


Parish Priest: Fr. Chris Fallon   Assistant: Fr Anthony Kelly


Deacons: Rev Malcolm Fletcher & Rev Christopher Housbey 








